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Help us celebrate the first ever international Plover Appreciation Day! This special 

day is aimed at raising awareness of the plight of ground-nesting plovers around the 

world! 

Many plover species are highly threatened, largely due to 
their habitats being some of the most popular for human 

recreation, e.g. the beach, shores of lakes and wetlands, 
or even open grasslands. 

 
This habitat dependence, together with highly 
camouflaged nests and cryptic behaviours, means that 

humans can have major impacts on the survival of eggs 
and chicks, without even knowing it! The key to 

coexistence between people and plovers is awareness, 
understanding and sharing space with them. 

We would involve your group in this day, to combine our common passions and goals for 
conserving birds! Working together, we would be able to raise awareness and help save these 
amazing, loveable birds. 

 
You can find a list of suggested Ways to Celebrate, and also a Plover Factsheet, for plovers 

that you may find in your local area further below. 
 
Feel free to contact us for more info and giveaways, and spread the word about Plover 

Appreciation Day! 
 

Beach-nesting Birds Team, BirdLife Australia 

bnb.events@birdlife.org.au 

ph. 03 9347 0757  

We look forward to celebrating Plover Appreciation Day with you! 

Plover Appreciation Day! 
 
Wednesday 16th September 2015 

Source: Glenn Ehmke 

mailto:bnb.events@birdlife.org.au


 

 

Ways to Celebrate 
 

Before the day: 

 Make a poster, flyers etc. about your local plover, to display in your local area 

 Like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/hooded.plover.birdlife 

 Follow us on Twitter https://twitter.com/birdlife_hoodie 

 Enter our Hooded Plover Mask Photo Competition, to be drawn on the day: 

http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/beach-nesting-birds/plover-appreciation-day 

 Alert people to the day on social 

media and share updates 

 Write a media article for your local 

paper about plovers in the area 

 Purchase our Plover Appreciation 

Day badge (coming soon on the 

BirdLife Australia e-store) 

 Contact local schools to get kids 

involved 

 Run a fundraising event for BirdLife Australia’s Beach Nesting 

Birds conservation efforts: http://www.birdlife.org.au/beach  

 

On the day: 

 Organise a bird watching excursion to see plovers in your area 

 Spend the day taking photos or drawing or painting plovers and their habitat 

 Watch our short documentaries about plovers (to be launched on the day!) 

 Organise an information session, to educate the community about these cryptic and cute 

birds and how we can help protect them 

 Run fun and educational art, craft and 

outdoor activities and games on the day, for kids 

and adults 

 Have a Plover Appreciation Day Party; 

dress up, have fun and raise awareness! 

 

Let us know how you plan to celebrate 

and we can help spread the word about 

your group’s involvement! 

https://www.facebook.com/hooded.plover.birdlife
https://twitter.com/birdlife_hoodie
http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/beach-nesting-birds/plover-appreciation-day
http://www.birdlife.org.au/beach
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Australian Plover species Factsheet 

Hooded Plover 
This medium-sized sandy-brown plover with a 
black hood is listed as Critically Endangered in 

New South Wales, and Vulnerable in Victoria and 
South Australia. In eastern Australia, the 

Hooded Plover exclusively inhabits sandy ocean 
beaches that are exposed to the constant might 
of the swell. There it picks tiny invertebrates from the sand near the 

water’s edge, and lays its eggs in a shallow scrape in the sand, either 
on the upper beach or dunes. The Eastern subspecies is listed as Nationally Vulnerable. West of 

the Nullarbor Plain, the Hooded Plover is also often recorded on ocean beaches, but it is just as 
likely to be seen foraging and nesting on salt lakes, sometimes hundreds of kilometres from the 
coast.  

 
 

Red-capped Plover 
A small resident shorebird, found all over 
Australia. This energetic little bird feeds and 

nests on high and low-energy beaches, but more 
commonly on the shores of saline or freshwater 

wetlands and lakes. It also nests on gravel 
roads, saltpans and on vegetation such as 

pigface, and will nest under cover or out in the open. It strongly 

defends its nests, giving energetic distraction displays. Chicks are sent 
into hiding well in advance of approach and parents provide more rigorous distraction displays at 

this stage. Male red-capped plovers incubate at night, while females incubate in the daytime. 
This division of labour has been related to head colouration, whereby the dull colouration of the 
female’s cap, in comparison to the male’s bright red cap, is inconspicuous to predators. 

 
 

Masked Lapwing (Spur-winged Plover) 
Common and abundant around wetlands, farms 

and grassy urban areas, including footy ovals and 
carparks! Rarely nests on beaches. The Northern 
Masked Lapwing has larger wattles and a larger 

mask than Southern Masked Lapwing, which also 
has a distinctive black collar. This ground-nesting 

plover aggressively defends its nest and chicks 
from all predators, including us! This is distinct from the passive nest 

defence strategies used by the other plovers, which rely on secrecy and camouflage. 

 
 

Black-fronted Dotterel  
 Little is known about this ground-nesting, 
small resident shorebird, despite being 

widespread across Australia. It usually 
inhabits the muddy margins of a variety of 

shallow terrestrial freshwater wetlands. As 
well as natural habitats, it regularly occurs 

at man-made wetlands, such as muddy margins of farm dams. 

Dotterels are closely related to plovers, and the name is often interchangeable.  


