
New Questions Arising From the Survey of Campers and Stakeholders  
 
Will Bellarine Bayside review the trees in the permanent van area? 
All trees, including those in the permanent van area, are regularly inspected by an independent 

qualified arborist. This annual inspection rates all of our large tree species according to risk and 

makes recommendations accordingly. This is how the cypress trees to be removed were identified as 

high risk.  Safety is our first priority and we actively work to ensure that every tree in each of our 

parks is safe, however, as trees are living organisms we cannot always know what they will do in 

extreme weather and unfortunately sometimes branches do break.  We will continue to review the 

large trees in the permanent van area, and all other areas as part of our regular park maintenance. 

Can you guarantee that the grass will be ready by the time campers arrive?  What will you do to 
protect the growing grass? 
Warm season grass, Kikuyu, will be utilised as instant turf where camping sites have been damaged 

through these works or are bare due to the tree canopy.  In some sites there will be a mixture of 

warm season instant turf and hydroseeding for very quick site establishment.  While we cannot 

guarantee that the grass will be fully established, we are confident this approach is the best for the 

long term. 

Can the dangerous limbs on the cypress trees be lopped rather than permanent removal of all the 
trees? 
The arborist report recommended the removal of all trees at one time. To carry out minor branch 
reduction works would not alleviate the risk we currently face. Unfortunately all the identified 
cypress trees in this location are failing to varying degrees.  
 
Are there plans to landscape areas where trees were removed years ago?  
Bellarine Bayside has carried out substantial tree planting over this winter, with over 300 trees 
planted. Further planting will be guided by the Bellarine Bayside Holiday Parks Master Plan, which 
will be developed with significant camper/stakeholder in the near future. 
 
Does Bellarine Bayside plan to address the drainage issues in this area? 
Bellarine Bayside recognises that drainage is an issue in the park.  We have soaker pits established 

throughout the park, and these can provide effective drainage during small rainfall events. The 

larger drainage issue is complex and will be addressed in future planning processes.  

 


