
 

 

UPDATE #1 

St Leonards Beach Renourishment 
 

WORKS TO START: 6 OCTOBER 2014 

In partnership with Bellarine Bayside Foreshore Committee 

of Management & City of Greater Geelong 

Enhancing our foreshore in 2014 

 
 

The Department of Environment and Primary Industries 

(DEPI), in partnership with Bellarine Bayside Foreshore 

Committee of Management, will renourish a section of St 

Leonards Beach by adding more sand to provide a larger 

area for public recreation and to protect the foreshore.    

In addition, a wooden groyne, extending from the shore into 

the water, will be constructed to the north of St Leonards 

Creek. It will help anchor the renourishment (new sand) and 

reduce the rate of sand movement south towards the boat 

ramp. The works have a total budget of $200,000  $300,000 

and will be completed by the end of October 2014. 

 

Investing in our coast 

In 2011 the Minister for Environment and Climate Change 

announced the Protection of Port Phillip Beaches and 

Foreshores Program, which allocated $9.4 million over 4 

years to restore and nourish a number of high priority 

beaches around the Bay. St Leonards Beach was rated 11 

out of 30 beaches assessed, and is now ready for 

renourishment. 

 

Community and stakeholder consultation 

Throughout early 2014 DEPI undertook extensive community 

and stakeholder consultation to determine  the level of 

community support for beach renourishment and identify a 

preferred location. 

A community workshop was held in St Leonards on 10 April 

2014 where there was unanimous support for beach 

renourishment. Letters were sent to local residents, seasonal 

campers and interest groups asking them to provide feedback 

and complete an online survey. 

Based on the feedback received and further input from 

stakeholders including Parks Victoria and City of Greater 

Geelong, the area south of Harvey Park was found to provide, 

on balance, the best social, economic and environmental 

outcomes for St Leonards. 
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The next steps 

DEPI has commissioned Atkins Maritime Engineering to 

complete detailed design specifications for the beach and 

groyne.  The renourished area will be 150 m long and will 

increase beach width by 10 m. The groyne will extend 24 m 

from the back of the beach. 

The specifications will be released for tender and the 

successful contractors will be engaged to complete the works 

prior to the upcoming peak summer period. The community 

will be able to find out more information closer to the time 

through local newspapers and on-site signs. 

Access to the beach and foreshore areas will be restricted for 

2 to 3 weeks during the works. DEPI and Bellarine Bayside 

thank beach users for their patience during the works to 

protect the beach and for the enjoyment of beach users for 

many years to come. 

 

Further information 

For more information please contact DEPI’s Frances 

Northeast on 5220 2020 

OR 

Bellarine Bayside Foreshore Committee of Management, the 

land manager at the site, on 5254 4000 or on the Bellarine 

Bayside website (www.bbfcom.com.au). 

 

Below: St Leonards community workshop to discuss the beach 

renourishment (DEPI) 

 

 

What type of sand will be put on the beach? 

The sand will be clean imported quarry sand chosen to 

match the colour, texture and quality of existing St 

Leonards beach sand. While the colour may be slightly 

different when it’s first placed, it will soon bleach in the 

sun and blend with the surrounding environment. 

What are the benefits of beach renourishment? 

A renourished beach provides a large sandy area for 

coastal recreation and additional protection for high 

value public land coastal assets. 

Studies have shown that for every dollar invested in 

renourishment, the benefits to the community are 

returned three-fold through increased visitation and 

public amenity. 

How long will the beach stay there? 

The renourished beach will respond to natural wind, 

wave and tidal processes and slowly redistribute sand 

along the beach. Renourishments are designed to have 

a lifespan of 5-10 years before the beach returns to its 

original profile. 

What is the purpose of the groyne? 

The new groyne will help to retain the renourished sand 

in this compartment while also reducing the infill of the 

St Leonards Boat Ramp to the south.  

 


